A dead pig wearing a yellow T-shirt and dark trousers was burning in a custombuilt shed. Outside, as the light gradually dimmed over the Irish city of Waterford, five of us peeled clementines and watched thin ribbons of smoke waft out from the top of the door frame.
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For legal reasons having to do with the production of evidence, the results of this fire analysis could not be entered directly into evidence in a new trial. But that does not mean Smirnou's work was shoddy science. In terms of the dimensions and materials of the cell, air circulation, mattress materials, clothing on the body, and alleged heat source, it was a fairly accurate recreation of Jalloh's death. The outcome, presented at a press conference, raised doubts as to whether the assumed circumstances of his death were even physically possible.
If one includes pretrial hearings and posttrial investigations, the Jalloh case had been active for almost a decade-and racism haunted the whole affair. One of the only explicit mentions of race entered the courtroom in the form of a telephone conversation, wherein the police testify to having called a doctor to ask if he could come to the station to draw blood from Jalloh, who they describe as a "black African."
In the recording, the doctor complains that he is never able to find veins in "dark-skinned people," and the officer on the other end of the line instructs him to bring along a "special needle."
That conversation, as chilling as it was coming in the last hours of Jalloh's life, was overshadowed by bigger problems-the overall mishandling of the trial, the harassment of the activists, and the distinct feeling that Jalloh's life was not worthy of thorough investigation. But the call did give context to the unspoken racial thinking that pervades German institutions by virtue of their social and cultural makeup.
TRIALS AND ERRORS
The Jalloh trials in 2007 and 2011 revealed myriad mistakes: Police were reported not to have informed the fire department that there was a person in the cell that was ablaze, so It was August 2013, and this was the last fire test of the weekend. A group assisting the family of a man who burned to death in a German cell had invited me to attend these experiments. As a lawyer, I had observed the trial that acquitted officers of responsibility for the man's grisly demise. These activists had not been able to find any fire experts in Germany willing to participate in the most dramatic death-in-custody case since the country's reunification in 1989, and so 
